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Cath, 
2 Pray tell me, Sir, what are you Noble 
and worthy Senators reſolved to ruine 
9 all Catholicks, root and branch 2 
Proteſt. 
T9 We fhall, without doubr, proceed a- 
oaint you according to the Lawes, for to whatend were 
Stacutes enacted, it they be not put in execution * 

Cath, 

Tis true, Sir, but may not Lawes be convenient and 
neccflary for ſome times, and yet pride -orly ſuſpended 
at other times ? Nay, may they not bce willy abro- 
oated whenthe King and Commonwealth thinkes fit 2 
you know that when the cauſe and motive of the Law 
doth univerſally ceaſe, the Law it ſelfe muft needs {all 
and beannulled. 


Proteſt. 

I know it well, butthar is not our caſe; for the mo- 
tives and reaſons which heretofore obliged our t arlia- 
ments to enact our Statutes againſt Reculants, doe fill 
contie. They are not, IT am ture, univerſally ceaſed, 
though perhaps they may be in reſpedt of tome partic!- 
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(2) 
lar Papifts. And therefore I cannot thinke but the neg- 
Ic& of putting them in execution 1s both offcaſive to 
God, and dangerous to our Srate. 

Cath. 

Sir,VOU nave briefly touched two maine points.wher- 
of cither of them would require amore full diſcuſſion, if 
{ were to give you ſatisfaction therein,then the time ana 
place W ill now permit. Yetina word, [ - (P ay give mee 
Icave to icll you, that T fee not why tae ſuſpention of a 
rigorous hand, and a charitable moderation of your illi- 
mited power over a {malt number of poore Catholicks, 
whom you may ſqueeze and bruiſe to nothing, how and 
when you pleaſe,can breed a ſcruple in your conſcience, 
or be offentiveto Almighty God. For although in your 
opinionthe bcleefe and Religion of Catholickes bee 
falſe, and conſequently that your zeale to thetruth (in 
your conceit) doe urge you to ſuffer no miſcreants a- 
monegſt you, yet this nad being only grounded upon the 
literall text of the Scripture "interpreted by your own 
ditcour [e, or private ſpirit , how can you thinke that the 
{ence and explicztion of this ſacred authority is ſo infali- 
ble, or evident,2s that 1c may be juſty puniſhed who wil 
NO: (even agait it is own conſcience never fo rationally 
erounded 55 he thinks):z&lere to your conceit and cleave 
*0 your opinio- were notthis both to wrong your neigh- 
boijr {ec DCC aily it he be a5 VEITIOUS 15 your {clfe)and tO 
ccftioy the firſt Princip i, w herupon your p '=- zcef]9urs 
bulttheir deſertion of the RominCarrch? Brit howtoc- 
Ver, may You not 4n pure gn + tor ] ſuppole you wiſh 
our eternal ſalvation) without offeace ro God of which! 
point only Tnow ſpeace) {iffer us wlive among you 


with intention and dei Ic to bring us tothe know ledge 
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(3) 
of what you deemeto be truth, and with reaſon and 
per{waftonto make us of your religipn? This you ſee is 
the praRice of other Nations, both Catholic kes and 
Proteſtants, to admit and tolerate in their Common- 
wealths (fo tarre as ſtands with the ſecurity of their 
Srites) {ſuch 35 protefle a different belicfe from theirs. 
You muſt condemne the greater part of the States and 
Kingdomes of Europe, if you will blame and dilap- 
provetins Chrittian indulgence, Tris ſo you know in 
France, G.;rmsny, Suztvia, Polonia, Muſcovia, &c. 
An -venin the Popeand Spaines dominions, are not 
the Icwes permitted to live and converſe amongſt 
Ch1i/tins, 10 hope to bring them to acknowledge 
their MiMis 2 The very Turke, Perſizn, and other 
Heathen princes, doe ſuffer Catbolickes toenjoy their 
profc fon 1m divers of their territories. Wil you on- 
ly be more {crupulovs then all the Chriſtians of Eu- 
10pe, and more fevere to your owne Countreymen 
(bee it ſpoken without cfienct) then Turkes and In- 
fidels ? 
Proteſt. 

Ile te!l you Sir, conl.' I be per{wacded that ſuch a 
connivence at Reculants, were not Eurrtull to our pre» 
{cit government 0541) tat he Raman Cutholicks not» 
withſtanding their prote io cont be rue and Toyail 
ſobj:As to a Proteitin if g or Commonwealth, I 
would never giverny voyc- io have them uſed with 
rigorand ſeverity,mnch Ito with cractty and blonde 
ſh:J, But Towiſt tell you, Sir, that you papiits Coe 
much *100g 18, in b}azing abroad, that wee periccuts 
and pwr:ih yeu for religion. It was never {0. Qiecne 
Elizabith ani Kina Tumes, both of harpy _— 

A ? EATS 


(4) IM 
have till made publicke proft fon to the contrary : 
her Majcfties proclamations in the yeare 1591. tciti- 
fie ſufficiently, that ſhe never puniſhed avy tor ret;p1. 

5 on. 1 heprolopucs of ov; ſtatutes beare witaelic of 
{ their motives. Our publicke printed bukes, nanyc ly, 
7 he execution of Iuſttce in England , iinnuftrites the 
lame, Ancthereterc tis not yu religion, bu your 
trealons we puniſh. No,no, $4, could we b:c lecured 
of your loyalty «nd obecicnce to ou. Kiny and Cuin- 
ticy,being 2s we now are,Proteſt-.ns, you might per. 
h:ps be Juft. red to live 2nd converſe rocng vs 71th all 
convenient freedo: ce 3 tut I would glidiy tee th, man 
would dareto anſwer to what I caa obj<R 1a this kind, 
Cath. 

Sir, you know the motives which ia Henry $. time 
begin the change of religion,upon what grouads con- 
tinued in Edward 6, how Q. Mary with more zeal then 
wercie, ſought to replant wiiat her father and brother 
had almoſt ſupplented (where,I pray, let mcereil you 
by the way, that of what rel.gion ſocver you bee, you 
ſh..11 ſcldome-find that a misbelcevers bloud is a fit li. 
quor to water the rolles ot Faith.) You know how, 
coubtfull ic was for 2 or 3 of the fiſt years of Q. El:- 
£abeths reigne what rei;zgion ſhould bee ſetled z and 
what moved your Statc{men in thoſe dayes, to incline 
rztherco eſtabliſh Proteftincic? How promiſcuoufly 
then for 80: 9 years both Maſle and Service, Catho- 
licks and Proteſtants were in ſome fort talerared? Bur 
how aftcrward your jcalouſtes of a Catholicke Queen 
Compernr:xto rhe Crowne, moved your politicians 
to ule ſrverity; infomuch that both in Q. E/za4berhs * 
and K.lames his rejigne,{uch rigorous and bitter Jawes 

have 
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have been made for the ſuppreſſing of all Roman C4- 
tholicks withinthis Kingdome, that even the profetſi- 
on of our faith is now a crime. And na Roran Catho- 
lick, how innocent ſocycr , but is puniſhable by your 
lawes preciſely inthat he is a Roman Catholick.I con- 
feſſe this ſeverity ſprung not only trom the motives of 
State and policie,current 1n thoſe tizzes, bur was muci 
exaſperated by the rigorous proceedings of rhe Court. 
of Roine,and by the faRious combinations &leditious 
plots of ſome few buſie bourfeux of che Roman faith : 
yet I am ſo confident that our religion doth not teach 
us any thing contrary to the fidelity we owe to our 
King and Countrey, though Proteſtants; yea, even 
though they proſecute us, that I darc an{werto whzat- 
ſoever you can object againſt us, 

Proteſt. 

Let us ſee Sir, I could firſt teil you, thit the viſt 
ambirion of the Court of Rome, their continuill 'pra- 
Qices :nd endeyours to conſerve 2nd auzmenr their 
greatnede, and che Pop*s pretend-d authority ro cre- 
ate-and depoſe Kings and Erperours, (which you 
know he ozily afſum-s unto himielte us aprefog itive 
of his primici- ) wers ab'e ro mike us jealous of you z 
but I will 0!.41v {oeate of the ſorctzll P EVEer WICH 
you getter Hy give hun over Herevto 1 and Schiſm:- 
tical! Stares and Pitnces, as our Staeand Kip is in 
YURY CDOINLN, 

Cath. 

VU orhow iner UD74.18 You Sir.1Can aſfure you thit 
ro wile and « Xpot) nced Caitioiicks doen: life 
blimetheambition of the Court of Rome, as w. 1] 5 
yOu, 04% a tor ifs Popes power Of creviing Kings, 
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there is now no Prince will cither expe or deſire 
creation from him. further then by reaſon of State it 
may fſeemerequiuie, That praRtice began when both 
Popes 2nd Pr1nces were Saints : the inſti. ution of his 
primzCic includes no ſuch surherity. 
Proteſt. 

Howſoever,you ſec that our caſe is different from 
the caſe of Catholicks Princes : for you lay, that the 
Pope can depole Kings for hereſite or {chi{me ; and 
this isa generall tenent amongſt you: or for joyuing 1n 
teague and ..Lliance with Proteſtant Statcs; nay, cven 
for notorious vices. And {ome of you acide, cven tor 
in{ufficiencie ; and in all thele cafes the Pope hin:{c.Ife 
muſt bee Iudge. Ipray you what Proteftant Prince 
cn be ſecurc,luppoling this doQrine be true, and that 
_ the Popes patty, cither forratgne or domeſticall, bee 
ſtronger then ſuch a Princes 2 Doe you not hols c'1at 
the Pope canablolve the ſubjeRts of ſuch a King 
from thcir allegeance £ and hath he not done it here 
in England? Did not his Nuncio in Spain ſolicite for 
may yeares together, to have an Armado ſent ag2inft 
this Kipgdome? And was not this cff:&cd at the 
inſtance and purſuit of your Engliſh Icſuiics ? Did - 
not your Cardinall 4c write and print a ſednious 
letter by the Popes command, to ftirre up the Papiſts 
of Evgland to rebcllion * Was he not made C.rdi- 
nall to authorize this fact 2 Was not Queene E/:za- 
bethexcommunicated and depoſed by the Pope? And 
d1d not the Pope by his Bulls, give and beſtoy the 
Kingdome of England upon the. Kng of Spaine 2 
Did not Dolman write abooke by th: Popes order, to 
diſprove Queene Eljzaberhs tile to the Crowne, and 
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to transferre it upon Portugall * Are not theſe your 


ecnents? Ar< not theſe yourpraftiſes « And ifchefe 
tcnents ſubliſt, your practic:s muſt needs follow upan 
all occafions ; which it ſouctimes they doe nor, 1t 1s 
noc tor want of principles to make them good in your 
conceit, bur for wancot p »w<er to put them in cx *Cu- 
tion : and inereforc wee conclude, that both the Pope 
and you 'oc bur cxpect a hr opportunity to blow up 
boch our King and Pacliameanr, and ſer up your Rett- 
10n, 

: Cath. 

I co:f- iſs, Sir, your allcgations are true : but the 
doCtanc you mention 15 not ſo nniverſall as you ima- 
fine. Thoſe Authors which you lſcem= moſt to point 
at, tO t0O much favouring the Popes authority in 
tcmporall .ffiires, (wherein chey are ſuſpeRed to bee 
partiall by reaſon of their dependance in that Court) 
have beendcſervedly condeiiihnzd by our Catholicke 

Vniverfities, and cher bookes publickly burned by 
_ the order of Catholicke Magiſtrates. And for my 


part, Ithink thar all the C:ithslick-s of Engl.ind both 


ought and will give you full ſat<tadtizn in rheſe your 
demands ; nor ſhall I thinke him 1n59cen!, or a wor- 
thy member of this Common. wealth, that will ot 
acknowledge his f.ithfull loyalty and coaſt int alle- 
geanceto Our King and Countrey, though Protee 
fants, independant of all torrsignc or Yapall autho- 
tity, whica wee really performe, let Schooliaen in 
their ſpeculations diſpute what they plcaſc, "tis all 1 
iuppoſe you defire at our hands, 
Proteſt. 
Why doe you not then at the leaſt tike the oath of 
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Allegeatice 2 thongh perhips for the oath of Supre- 
macie there may bee ſoine more difficulty in it, accor- 
ding to the grounds of your religion. 
"nu © 

Sir, if you oncly intend ro bee ſecured of our alle. 
peance, we ſhill cafily agree 3 butto make us deckic a 
queſtion diſputable in Schooles by ſwearing an unj- 
verlz!] negative, to what eff; I pray 7 Foralrhough 
in minc ©pinionthe pope cannot depole any abſolue 


prince, though an hereticke, no not 1n any c :fe, of his 


owne power, or by any authon!ty inherent in his per- 
ſon or dignity: nor doe [ thinke thar any ingiff-ront 


man will t1y, that the pope can depole King Chazles 


now reigning over his ſubjects, ſetled, after two or 


three generations, in a diffcrent beliete fiom the. - 
Church of Rome: much icfle that he can abſolve his 


Catholicke ſubjeRs from their allegeance duc unto 
him. Neveithelcfle, it may be, at leaft divers, both 
Catnolicke and Proteſtant Divines, areof opinion. 
that ſome hereticall princes may in ſome caſes bee de- 
poſed by their ſubjects, And certes you cannot think 
to prevent the dangers which ſceme to follow our of 
this tenent, by forcing men to ſweare 2g2inſt their 
conſcience : nor to cſt:bliſh an univerſall negative in a 
diſputable point by violented oathes, Who c3n ab- 
jure aSimplious and hereticall, this renent and poſition 
(held and maintained by ſo many both Catholickes 
and Proteſtants) that ſome excommunicated princes 
w:y in ſome caſcs be depoſed by theirſybje&s? What 
Engliſhman knowes the power which ſome Com- 
mon wealths pretend co have over their princes law- 
fully excommunicated ; eſpecially where the prince 

Is 
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is elective 2 Acleaſt what is this ſpeculitive queſtion 
in generali to our allegeance in particular « Or what 
ſecurity can you imagine will ariſe to our King or 
Countrey, though Catholickes, conſtrained and ter- 
rifed, ſhould take ſuch a doubtiu!l oath £ Doe but 
ſuppoſc that wee had at this prelent a King ( which 
thankes be to God 1s fate from his Majcſties diſpult- 
tion) whoſe manifeſt endeavours were not @ncly to 
tyrannzze over us , tO opprefle our liberties, ſubvert 
our fundamentall Lawes , and introduce an Arbitrary 
government, but evento deſtroy and change the Re- 
ligionnow ſciled inthe Commonwezlth, and which 
ir conceives to bethe true and onely way to ſalvation. 
And ſhill I ſweare that it were hereticall and dam- 
n ble to ſay, that the Parliament, repreſenting the bo. 
dy of tne whole Common-wealth , could inthis caſc 
depole ſuch a Kirg? As tor the Pope, Itcll you 
eain, I do not conceive that any ſuprem« power of de- 
pofipg Kings cen relidein his perſon by civine right, 
nor that he can of himſelfe puriſh any ſoveraigne 
Prince otherwiſe then by cenſures purely Eccleftafti- 
call, which cannor deprive any man of his temporall 
eſtate and goocs, at leaſt in Countrics where P: ote- 
{tants either are the greacer part or permuted in great 
numbers. But it wee ſuppoſe the religion of any 
Ciriſtian Kingdome or Common- wealth, wliich you 
pleaic, to he the only true way to ſalv:tion; anith e 
all civill gov« rnment ought ro be chic fly for the good 
of mens ſoulcs (though its more immediate end be 
the proſperity of their lives and fortunes ) +5! conſe- 
cuently that the king or ſupreme head of every Com- 
ronwealih ovght to be a father to his people,and dil- 

B 2 poſc 


_ _— - —_— 


(10) 

pole his government tothcir good : It then contra- 
riwile this King or ſupreme head ſhould maniteſtly 
cnecavor to ucltroy and aboliſh this ſuppoſed truc 
fairh and 1cligion univerſally fetled in his King- 
dome, and goc avout to introduce with violence 
a talſc and.Tdolatrous protcſh3n leading to eter- 


nall perdition , what, I lay, in chis caſe ſuch a Kings 
ſubjects afſembled in Parli.ment: may,or may not doc 


I dire not ſweare : Whetrtfore I conclude,ch .t as wiſe 
Srates-men , you ought not to mike us fweare to this 
or that univerſ2]l tcnent in points problematically 
diſputed by Divines , but to ſecure your {clves of our 
particular allegeance & fidelity ro our K ng and coun- 
try, which you way juſtly exact of us, and we as juſtly 
performe. And for the Oath oi ſupremicie tisa meere 
folly to imagine that any ſccular or lay nian can be ſu- 
preme head of the church, none of your {clves beleeve 
;r, nor any Chriſtian cligion or {ct did ever betore 
Henry $. profeſſe ſuch a renent 4 7nd Mr. Calvin in his 
rela:1on de Y alentiniauo,Theoaoſpo & S. Ambroſio (trong- 
ly opp6ling this fon:l aſſertion, calls them who firſt 
gave thistitleto Hemry8 Hemines incenfiderati, 1nd con. 
cludes, crunt enm blaſphemi cum vocarent ipſum ſum - 
mum Eccleſia caput ſub Chriſt 9 

Prot. Youl y well ad I coli wh all the Papiſts of 
Engl ind weieot YOur c Þ 1411tlic POINE of depofiti- 
oON,It would perh :3 55 bec biit-r torthemy bur the con- 
frary Coctrine1s more g<ner: 1! amongſt you,& thence 
do tollow moſt EHange ro in {zque:s. & lometimes moſt 
enormouceffc ts:you D vince teil you thattis [awful 
for any Catholicke {ubj:& to rake 2rmes .gainft his 
Prince, it ne beceither an hereticke, or an open perſe.. 


CUto! 


vw * ___ a” 


(IT) 
cutor ot the Roman Chutch ; nay,that it is no ſinne to 
kill him, cither by private treachery , or pubvlicke af- 
faults: and of this wee have ſecninour ape, divers la- 
mentable examples practiſed «broxd, and ſo:ne moſt 
exccr.ble atterpts here at home, 
Cath. 

Truly,Sir,your Divines, as Zuther,Calvin, and 0- 
thers,are more tree and forward in ev1is point then any 
Catholick 1 know, and their priRcies have farre cx- 
ceeded ourszexcept perth. psthe powder treaſon: for 
that was Diabolicall beyon | meaſure, But I mu{t cell 
you, as before, that the authors you point at, have 
been condemned and burned for theſe tenen:s by 
Catholick- D.vincs and M g'ſtrates, and th-retore a» 
ny Catholick may and ought indeed diſclaime them, 
as no doAtine of our faith or religion, 

Proteſt, 

Well,well.S'r, you will ncover waſh cf the infamy 

of th. : powd.r-plot; you know what proofes were 


Db: ugh inagatnſt your Icfultes before the Lords 
Comm! Monzrs here at home, ar: trheir buſts enilc- 


Vou:s at the ſame time both 1n Courts and Collsdocs 
beyond the feas: I could cell yourhe particulars, but 
that I ſuppoic you Know them atleaſt as well as I. 
Cath, 

Sir. vou know I 21 neither Prieſt nor I-ſaite, nor 
will Ap alogizs for anvy man waom I conceive tobee 
fauity in fo high 2 Cdepree. Dink verity thinks there 3s 
never a Catholicke Ge ncſemin in Engliad but doth 
gb"10rre and deteſt that wicked conſpiracic as MUC1 35 


L2 «t: 


any Proteſt:ntof yeu all, And ſure King [ames brew 


wc!l that this monit:r was natcncd in the breat or 


> 


D } {ome 


— — — — — — — ____ 


(12) 

lometew particular and everto be hated Catholicks. 
but was farre from the conſent or thought of all the 
reſt, Sce his Proclamition November 7, his words 
arcth« ſe: We areby good experience ſo well perſwaaea of 
the loyalty of arvers if our ſubjectsof the Roman Rel:g10n, 
that they doe as much abhorre this deteſtable conſpiracie as 
we our ſelves. 

Proteſt. 

I confeſle, Sir, you ſecine to give me ſome fatisfa- 
Ction xs and me thinkes fee that a Pipiſt may bee 1 
good ſubject. Burl cow'd yet object more cifficul- 
tleS,if the time would permit, and which indeed are 
the root of all your diſloyalties. And it 1s the educte 
tionand Ciſpoſition of your Seminary Prieſls, who 
by their power and authority have a maine ſway over 
your conſcicnces, and under pretence of religion (the 
ſtrongeſt motive in niture to lead the vuigar to any 
erhergoocor bad fic) c:n bend and cirry your 
p?Mons to their 'owne ends -n] acſiones. Ani” 
had time totel! your wihar manner and maxime* tacy 
arc broug' tupand tent Either, T could ler you ſee thit 
wee have little realon to bee contident of their f1.le- 
litic, 

Cath, 
Sir, I know what you aymeat, and I confeſſe ſome 
things may bc objccied 12 that kinue worthy tne rcfle- 
ctio10Fa goou Commonwealths man, but I could catt - 
Iy farisfie you , It we had time for it, and if your ED 
vere in place (as truly your parts deſerve, and I defire) 
top:tin Sy 01 ſuch remedies as I can clearly "a 
may wel! ſtand with the conveniencic of your preſen: 
government, I tearc not but I could quickly baniſh all 
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your jealoufies. No, no, Sir, let buf your poore Ca- 
tholicke ſubjects live quietly amongſt you, ſecke not 
the totall ruine of their tamilies, ſpill not the blood of 
your Chriſtian brethren, be bur pleaſed to uſe your cle- 
mency, a"d gracioutly connive at their ſubſiſtence, and 
you ſhall inde them ready to conſpire with none but 
you, nor ay:me at their ovne temporutl good, hut by the 
advancement of your Commonwco2lth,whercot if once 
you vouchlafe to admit them 15 worthy inembers, the 
Popes power ſhi] no way ttinger tticir obedience to his 
M.jcſtic and you. For aitiouun the Court of Rome 
hath ſometimes t90 freely uicd both Saint Peters keyes 
and Saint ”anl/s {word,yer doe we finde thi the Carho- 
Iicke C'crgte 11 ſuch occurrences botk wm England, 
France,and other Nations. hive proved their Princes, 
and profeſſed and ranght their allegeance, notwithſtan- 
ding the Popes cenſures. 
Proteſt. 

I could with your Prieſts would doe fo too, butT fee 
not how we can expect ſuch loyaltic at their hands, and 
therefore you ſee his Myeſtic bath proclaimed their 
baniſhment. And ſurely 1t wee had ſuffered the Popes 
Aoem ro continue here, he would have had a careot his 
Maſtcrs intereſts. 

Cith, 

Sir, how fit it may bee to luff:r 2n Agent from the 
Pope in a S:ute gererally Proceftant, intermix*d with 
ſome Catholickes, I will not diſpure : bur for the ba- 
niſhing of our Prieſts meerly tor exercifing their fun- 
ction,tis in vainez yeu may hang them oc your 
pleaſure, but as long as there remaines a Carkolicke in 
England, there will till be Pii-ſts, becoulc wee be- 
leeve that we have apefientiall dependance and w—_ (- 
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ſity of Prieſts. And therefore Priefts will yenture their 
lives for theſalvarion of our foules : Tis, and ever hath 
beenerthe ſpirir of our Church and Religion : when all 
comes to all, you will finde thata moderate hand over 
us is more Chi i{ttan, more humane, and more politick, 
Proteſt. 

Faith, Sir, if you could finde a way how we might boy 
cured of the fidelity of your Pricfs, and that their de 
pendance of Rome, and affeion to forraione States! "6 
which you know your Jcſuites have becne baniſhed 
cven out of ſome Catholick Coumrics,) were not ob- 
nox1ous and lyablc to our juſt ſutpitions, 1 could, mee 
thinkes, be content Recufints lived amoagft us in a ciyill 
intelligence and ordinary friendſhip. But you ſee wee 
are {0 Jealous of them, that wee have rather permitted 
ſtrangers and forraigne Pricſts to refide in her Majcſties 
Chappell, though with no lictle danger : For tis a won- 
der that the more zealous ſort of our people have not 

made ſome tumults and uprores, {ceing the Chappell fo 


frequented as it was. And you knoy wee cannot be & 


ſecured of any ſtrangers fidelity to our Con't:cy, eſpe- 
cially if they be Prieſts or of a different Relizion, a oa 
daily frequent boti Court and Towne, being im! bold- 
ned 11 that they arz nor lyable to our Lawes: for beſides 
r):cirzeale ro Religion, they are naturally i cline 1 to 
give notice of what they heare, and fivour 13 what they 
c.n their owne Courtreyes intereſts, and chetetore you 
{cethe like is nozſuflered in other Countre yes. 
Cath. 

Truly, Sir, I doubtnor but I can clerly thevy you 
how you may be ſecured of the loyalty of ſome of our 
Englith Prieſts,and how their dependance of Rome my 
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be of that nature 25 ſhall give you no juſt occaſion of ſuſl- 
pition, and there o1e weſt bee mitted vpan thoſe 
termes and conditions as would bath ul ſuſpicion, and 
prevent all dangers. As for her Mjcſties Chappell, tis 
:n the Articles of her mu: riage, agreed wpon betwixtthe 
two States, ratified winder the (road Seale of each K !ng- 
dome, and 1! would ke againit the law ot Nariohs, and 
unworthie the fidelity of 2 Cliiſtian Princeqto mtringe 
and violate ſuch a pubiicke conatt, If there were x 
law that no treatie 6: iorruigne Princes with the ſtate of 
England ſhall be yalide unciil it be confirmed by at of 
Parliament, then you might ſay, why did not they looke 
0 it 7 Burtill ſuch a Statute be enaCted, me thinks you 
ſhould bee more ſenſible ot the King and Kingdomes 
honour. Alas, Sir, conf1der that now whileft you hap- 
nily are (1tting at the fterne of this Commonwealth, and 
pioutly endeavouringto retorme the corruptions and a- 
buſes of our Courts, and government, as alſo reſpe&- 
fully ſceking to vindicatethe ancient liberty of our coun- 
trey, ſhall we onely your poore Catholicke ſubjects be 
excluded from this generall Jubilee £ Refle&, I pray, 
what will be the effect of your rigour towards us; the 
meaner {ort will fill your pritons, others will find means 
to make away their eſtates, ſome will baniſh themſelves 
ro enjoy their conleience, others will bee proteCted by 
friendſhip: and I feare a great part through frailty will 
conforme. And in this violent ſtate ſhall you be more 
ſecure of our fidelity 2 or doe you thinke by this meanes 
to raiſe greater ſummes out of our eſtates then by a mo- 
derate compoſition 2 Befjides, yee are Chriſtians, and 
will not our cries aſcend to heaven * Nay, if you pro- 
feſle to make your leagues with forraigne States, and 
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your warres with Catholicke Princes onely for the ad- 
vancement of your Religion , and not as Common- 
wealths- men for your temporall intereſts, confirming 
your intentions by oppreſling us here at home, will not 
this ſlacken the ayding hands of ſome of your confede- 
rates ? will France, Portugall. Venice, and other Ca- 
tholicke States goe along with you to the deſtruttion 
of their owne Religion © Will the Lutherans of Germa- 
ny, or the Arminians of Holland (wholly different from 
you in belecte) tye their defignes to your zeale * Will 
not Catholick Frinces, both your enemies and allyes, 
be glad of this pretext when they ſhall finde occafion 
to worke you miſchiefe, and covered with the ſpecious 
veyle of Religion double their endeavours to farisfic 
their reſtleſle ambition by your diſadvantage 2 you are 
now Stateſmen, and muſt open and enlarge your ſoules 
to contemplate univerſails, all petty and particular ob- 
jects are to be conſidered, not inthemſelves, but inthe 
whole; tis now the maſle of government you are to ma- 
nage: take then {ome moaerate courle (then which no- 
thing more eafteto {ſecure your ſelves of our allegeance, 
and let us ail conſpire to make one Civill Body, that 
joyned and united both in your domeſtick intereſts, and 
in your forraigne leagues and warres, (their motives not 
being your Religion) we may, as your Catholick Allies 
doe, engage our {clves as willingly, and as farre as you. 
Did not King eames ſay well, A too ſevere perſecution 
makes men deſperate? Non coercet ſed provecat vielentis. 
Qlemency begets Jove, love brecds loyalty. 
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Proteff. 

I doubt not, Sir, but wee ſhall conſider the reaſons 
you produce, and truely it I can doc you any ſervice 
I will; and iftheſc your tenents were common to all 
Papiſts Iconceiveyou would finde us more indulgent, 
eſpecially it you could give full ſatisfaRtion in the: 
pointes I mentioned ; but we ſhall not cafil y permit 
youto {:]| your eſtates and tranſport your monies;for 
that would both 1mpoveriſh our Kingdome, and give 
you occaſion to provoke ſome forraign States againſt 
us,with your clamors. And thertore methinks it were 
wortl;y your labour to drawe ſucha proteſtation of 
vour ficeiity as youthink Papifts might lawfully take, 
and 2s wou;d perhaps content our Parliament, | 

Cath. 

As for the tranſport of our monies, it ſecmes you are 
no Marchant, a little bill of exchange (which no way 
huries your Common-wealth) is of more profit then 
the tranſport of any monies you have in ſpecie. And 
for our complaints abro:d, tis true, nature will grone 
(do what we can) when the 1s violently oppreſled,and 
{ome perhaps wilbetoo vbutie; but let your mercy ſhine 
upon the innocent and you are freed from all danger 
betore God and man. Ile te!! you, Sir, I frame, rhe 
laſt winter privatly to my ſclte a ſhort petition in the 
behalfe of Catholickes,2nd have ſince added thereun- 
to ſuch a proteſtationas you {peake of , here they are, 
petuſe tnem I pray , and if you thinke fit make your 
moderate friends partakers of them, whom if chey ſa- 
tisfic I ſhall be hartily glad ,, if nothing will ſerve but 
Our totall ruine, Gods will be done,at leaſt it will be a 
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comfort to have given this teſtimony of our allege- 
ance and fidelity, fo that if we periſh, it muſt needs be 
for our religion, fince the paſt crimes of ſome few , 
and the diſputable opinions of others, can never be 
a legall warrant to conv mac the innocent , the next: 


time we mecte you will tell me more, in the interim - 
God be with you. 
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To the high and honourable Courtof 


Parliament, The humble Peticion of the 
Catholickes of England, 


Shewing, | 
-. Hat whereas divers political reaſons, and 
' now dead mativts of State, not unknowne 
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& the griefe of your Pulitioners) which here- 
tofore ſome few anworthy Cailolickrs have pratt ſed Loth 
at home and abroad, againſt their lie Soutrargne and 
this Realmeghave been the occaſion of many ſevere Lawes 
and too too penall Statutes againſt all. profeſſors of the Ca- 
tholick Faith and Religion 1n this  Kingdeme ; mſomuch 
that your Wifedomcs know your Petitioners cannot expedt to 
live and [ubſilt amoneſt you . but by the favour of your in« 
dulgent conmvance , and by the charitable moderation of 
your illimited power. 

M ay 1t therefore pleaſe you (moſt noble and worthy Se- 
#ators) 10caſt your eyes of mercie and cempaſiion upon your 
humble Petitioners appealing t8 your grace arid favunr ; rot 
for any thing wverem they ſhait be found delinquent againſt 
their King or Countyeybut for the pref ejfiow of that faith 
which therr 80nſcience tells them they neuher can nor muſt 
deny before men, unleſſe they will have Chriſt eſis to deny 
them before hu eternll Father. 

Wherefore your Petitioners moſt bumbly begge upon their 
knees #h4t your eſpeciall prudence and clemencie wil vouch- 
ſafe ro diſcerne that ſuch lawes aa were for the Legiſlators 
mentions filly oraained in one ſeaſen,m 1y be unfitly execu- 
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ied in auother ; and that your Statutes enucted in former 
times againſt Recyſants, may bee now diſcreetly and merci. 
fully ſuſpended,yea wholly abrogated.the motives thereof be- 
ing univerſally ceaſed and extinzaiſhed. If you thinke there 
reſt3, > that you find amoneit your Petitioners any dreges of 
theſe pragm.ttick plotters which hertiofore have given ſome 
Juſt ccaſtons of your ſeverity (which God forvid )your IViſe- 
dom know how to uſe the rod of juſtice, but doe nit ſynony- 
mize a Profeffor of the Roman faitheys 4 perfidious traj- 
tor.make not Catholick and Criminall to be convertible, 
Look rpon the milde ex 1mple 5 pradtice of the moſt part of 
the Chriſtian nations of Europe, both Catt ol cks and Proje- 
ants which admit and toler.ue in their Common-wealths 
(ſo far as ſt:nds with the [ccurity of their ſtates ſuch as pro- 
ﬀeſſe a different belief from theirs. Let not only your Petitia- 
ners amoneſt the variety of ſo m.iny ſeveral profeſiions of 
Chriſtianity as live unpuniſhed here in England, bethe ſole 
ebjcit of your w1ath & margnation; tyeratber your Petitio- 
ners unto you with the divine chain of Chriſtian clemencie, 
thit therr ſweet yoke ard dependanceonyou, miybeget a 
purfect union inall civill and temporal aff urs . force not 
your levine brethren. friends, ceſens. allies, either to leave 
their native cenntrey, or yee'd ro humantinfirmity ag1inft 
their own conſcience, of whom you ſhall then bee leſſe ſecure, 
and miſſeof what you die or may intend ; oppre;ſe not with 
wViclence the profeſ OY s of [ hat faith which your bc ore-f atheys 
| lived anad cd info many bundred yeares together. If oueht 
elſe can be alledged againſt any of them all ſpare them nor, 
0» ly :n this (bee they are reſolved to ſeeke no earthly ve- 
#reſſe of what aff liet:ons ſoever yen ſhall impoſe upon them, 
but from your ſelves, and caſting their lives and fortunes 
whaty into your hands ) g198 them leave here to live and die 
wh yor inpeace and quieineſſe, in hope tolive tozether 
wiibut dying inthe world to come. 
And 


OED —— — X _ conarer af 
_ ——_——*.-” 


(21) 

And to wipe away that odious ſuſÞition and unworthy 4- 
jþer fiom of diſloyalty , which the f aet1ous pract:ces of ſome 
Jew p.riicular and ungodly Catholickes hath drawn upon all 
your Petitioners heads in generall ( eſpecially :moneit the 
vulgar) and which fome think muſt need; follow from their 
tenents and depend ince of the Popes autherity, eve them 
leave here proſtrate at your feet,to offer unto you with ak hu. 
mulity this publick and [olemne proteſtation of their true or 
f-uthfull allegeance to their King and Countrey. as a ſacred 
teſt1mony of therr conſcience, which 1 doubt not but they are 
ready to ſiene with their hands and hearts, and ſeale with 
their blowas. | 

The Catholickes of England ave acknowledge & prifeſſe 
King Charles now re/2ning , to bee their true and lawful 
King, ſuprevne Lord, andrighifull Sever1:one of this 
Realme.and of all other his Majejties dominions, And there- 

: fore they 1cknowledee themſelves to bee obliged under p tine 
of ſin,to ovey his Majejly in all crvill and temporal aff irs, 
as much as anyother of bis Mjefties ſubjects, and «s the 
Lawes and rules of government in this Kingdame doth re- 
qaire .4 their hanas, And th it neatwithſtanding any power 
or jretent;en of the Pope, or Sce of Rome, or any ſentence 0y 
acclaration of what k:ade or quality ſvever, given or to bre 
given by the Pope, Lis predeceſſors or ſucceſſors , or by any 
author ity ſpiniinill or temporal proceeding or derived from 
him or hw Sce againſt their ſaid King or Countrey they will 
ftll acknowledge and performe tothe utmoſt of their abilt- 
ties, their faithful loyalty and true alleze ince to their ſaid 
King and Countrey. And they dee openiy d:ſclaime and re- 
nownce all forrarane power, bee it either Papall or Princely, 
ſbrritu ill or temporall, in as much es it may ſceme able , or 
thall pretend tofree diſcharge or anſoiwe rem [rom this 0. 
(1041197 ' &r Ih at iny wy g:Vethoin (ove or {iooontora fs 
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' tumults beare armes, vr offer any violence to his Majeſties 
royal perſon, tothe high Court of Parliament go the State uy 
government. Being all ofrhem ready not only to diſcover & 
make knowne to hu Majeſty, and to the high Court of Par. 
liament .all the treaſons and confpiracies made againſt hins 
or it, which ſhall come to their hearing , but alſo to loſe 
their lives in the defence of thur King and Countrty, and 
zo reſiſt with their beſt indeavours, all conſpiracies and at- 
tempts made againſt their ſaid King or Conntrey , beethey 
framed or ſent under what pretence, or putronized by what 
forrarene authority ſo:ver. And further thty profeſſe, 
that all abſolute Pronces and ſupreame Governours of wh-t 
religion (orver they bee, are Gods Licutenants upon earth, 
indthat obedience t due unto them according to the Lawes 
of each CommonwealthreſpeTively, in all crvill and tempo- 
r.all «ff ancs : and therefore they dve here proteſt againſt all 
doetrine and anthority to the comtrary, Ana they doe hold it 
impiozes and againſt the word of God, to maintaine ths any 
private ſubjce# may kill & murther the anointed of God his 
Prince, thouch cf ad:fferent beliefe and religion frem his. 
And they abhorre and deteſt the prattice thereof, us dam- 
vable and wicked. andl:ſily , they off cr themſelves moſt 
willingly ro accept & ew brace the late Proteſt ation of union 
maae by the high Court of Parliament, excepting onely the 
clanſe of Religion, Profeſ5ing that they cannot without ſin 
infringe or violate any con:rath, or breake their woras and 
prom:ſes made or given to any man, though of a different 
faith and beliefe from the Church of Rome. All which they 
doe freely and ſincerely acknowledge and proteſt, as tn the 
preſence of God, without any equivoc tion or mentall reſer- 
v tion whatſocucr. 


FINIS. 
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